Risk Assessment: Working at Height

Date of Assessment:  September 2015
Review date: September 2017
	What is the Task/Activity
or

Environment You Are Assessing?
	What Hazards
Are Present or May Be

Generated?
	Who is affected or exposed to hazards
	What Degree of Injury Can Reasonably be Expected

(Risk Rating Matrix Table 1)?
	What Precautions are Already in Place to Either Eliminate or Reduce The Risk of an Accident Happening

(Existing Controls)?
	What Likelihood/

Probability is there of an Accident occurring?

(Risk Rating Matrix Table 1)?
	What is The

Risk Rating

(See Note Below & Risk Rating Matrix Table 2)?

	Working at height:
use of ladders for light maintenance activities, e.g.:

· replacing bulbs/ fluorescent tubes; 

· unblocking gutters;

· decoration.
	Hazards associated with working at height include:
· falling / slipping;

· dropping tools and items;

· tripping / creating obstacles at ground level.
	Personnel working at height.

Others in vicinity of ladders etc. 
	Serious injury possible from falls and dropped items.
	Follow advice given in HSE publication: Safe use of ladders and stepladders: An employers’ guide.
· Ladders and equipment are not to be left unattended, particularly when other users are in the building.

· People should only be working at height if fit to do so. 

· Lone working at height should be avoided if possible; ideally a minimum of 2 people should be in attendance. 
· Ladders to be inspected before use.
· Where tools or equipment are being raised to height, ensure that there is a clear area below the ladder so that anything dropped would not land on a person.

· Fragile surfaces (such as roofs) should not be climbed on without due precaution and additional safety measures.

· Ladders are to rest on solid, level ground.

· Avoid using the top 3 steps of any ladder.

· Avoid over-reaching – reposition the ladder where necessary.

	Possible


	Medium Risk




RISK RATING MATRIX

(Notes To Aid Completion Of The Risk Assessment Format)

Table 1

	Potential Severity of Harm
	Meaning
	Likelihood of Harm
	Meaning

	Fatal/Major Injury 

Serious Injury

Minor Injury


	Death, major injuries or ill health causing long-term disability/absence from work.

Injuries or ill health causing short-term disability/absence from work (over three days absence)

Injuries or ill health causing no significant long-term effects and no significant absence from work
	High (Frequent)

Medium (Possible)

Low (Unlikely)
	Occurs repeatedly / event only to be expected

Moderate chance/could occur sometimes

Not likely to occur. 


Table 2

	Risk Rating - Degree of Injury by Likelihood/Probability

	
	High (Likely)
	Medium (Possible)
	Low (Improbable)

	Fatal/Major Injury
	Very High Risk
	High Risk
	Medium Risk

	Serious Injury
	High Risk
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk

	Minor Injury
	Medium Risk
	Low Risk
	No Significant Risk


Table 3

	Action Required: Key To Ranking

	High or Very High Risk
	STOP ACTIVITY!. Action MUST be taken as soon as possible to reduce the risks and before activity is allowed to continue. 

	Medium Risk
	Implement all additional precautions that are not unreasonably costly or troublesome.



	Low Risk
	Implement any additional precautions that are not unreasonably costly or troublesome.



	No Significant Risk
	No further action required. The risk is no more than is to be encountered in normal every day life & is, therefore, regarded as being acceptable.




